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Chesterfield: "There is a History lately u$pie ou^
" written by one Robertson, a Scotchman, Vlftcj^ for
" clearness, purity and dignity of style, I will nol^crbplB
" to compare with the best historians extant, not ex-
" cepting Davila, Guiccinrdini, and perhaps Livy. A
" second edition is already published and bought up." *

The literary fame of Robertson obtained for him
several marks of the Royal favour; and in 1762 he was
chosen Principal of theJJniversity of Edinburgh. Thence-
forth his life, almost destitute of incident, pursued the
even tenor of its way. His History of the reign of the
Emperor Charles the Fifth, in the form of three quarto
volumes, appeared in 1769. Two volumes on the History
of America followed in 1777. The latter work had been
designed as a mere appendage of the former; to contain
only the discoveries or the conquests of the Spaniards at
the time of Charles the Fifth. By degrees the plan of
Robertson was extended to the whole of the New World.
But he was led to contract it again in some degree by
the outbreak of the war between Great Britain and her
colonies, a period which justly seemed to him ill-adapted
for the calm investigation of their rise and progress.

A South-Sea Director was the grandfather, and a
country gentleman the father, of Edward Gibbon. He
was born at Putney in the year 1737. An early impulse
led him to the Church of Rome, which on more mature
reflection he abandoned. Like Hume, he has left behind
him some interesting Memoirs of his own career, and in
these we may trace, how (also in conformity with Hume's
example) he settled at last in utter disbelief of every form
of Christianity. " We find him quote with approbation
the sardonic remark of Bayle: " I am most truly a Pro-
<c testant, for I protest indifferently against all systems
" and all sects." f From Magdalen College, which was
closed against the Romanist convert, he was sent by his
father to Lausanne, where he passed some studious and
not unhappy years. He returned to England in the
spring of 1758, and six years afterwards travelled through
Italy, but amidst all change of scene retained his taste

Letter to his son, April 16. 1759.
f Memoirs, p. 70. ed. 1814.
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